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MYANMAR
MUSIC FESTIVAL
OUR STORY

Myanmar Music Festival is a unique and vibrant festival featuring

international artists and faculty in collaboration with Myanmar’s

traditional and young artists for performances and intensive

training.  It aims to empower and inspire young talents to become

world-class performers while engaging with their communities.

MMF strives to make music and culture relevant to Myanmar's

development and society.  We encourage businesses, governments

and civil society to take an active role in Myanmar’s artistic and

cultural life.



OUR VALUES WE BELIEVE MUSIC RAISES THE
AWARENESS OF GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP.

WE BELIEVE MUSIC NURTURES
EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND SELF-
DISCOVERY.

WE BELIEVE IN EXCELLENCE.

WE BELIEVE MUSIC CREATES
POSSIBILITIES AND OPPORTUNITIES.

WE BELIEVE MUSIC TRANSFORMS
PEOPLE’S LIVES.



20,000 PEOPLE
REACHED IN LIVE PERFORMANCES

ACROSS THE COUNTRY OF
MYANMAR SINCE 2014.

14 COUNTRIES
REPRESENTED
SWITZERLAND, BRAZIL,  

PHILIPPINES,  THAILAND,  MALAYSIA,
TAIWAN,  VIETNAM, MYANMAR, JAPAN,
USA,  RUSSIA,  CZECH REPUBLIC,  SOUTH

KOREA, POLAND, SINGAPORE



29 VENUES 
IN 6 CITIES

GITAMEIT YANGON
GITAMEIT MANDALAY
MANDALAY NATIONAL THEATRE 
TRIUMPH HOTEL IN MANDALAY
MICC 2,  NAY PYI  TAW
M GALLERY,  NAY PYI  TAW
KACHIN THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE,  MYITKYINA
CITY HALL OF MYITKYINA
NATIONAL THEATRE OF YANGON
KHAYAY INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL,  YANGON
SEDONA HOTEL,  YANGON
SHANGRILA HOTEL,  YANGON
CITY HALL OF YANGON
PANSODAN ART GALLERY,  YANGON
YANGON GALLERY

SAMITIVEJ HOSPITAL @ PARAMI
YADANA MYINSURI ORPHANAGE, PYAY
U OTTAMA HALL,  SITTWE
NUAC, YANGON
US AMBASSADOR'S RESIDENCE,  YANGON
AMERICAN CENTER,  YANGON
SWISS EMBASSY,  YANGON
EU AMBASSADOR'S RESIDENCE,  YANGON
THAI EMBASSY,  YANGON
CHATRIUM HOTEL,  YANGON
THINGAHA HOTEL,  NAY PYI  TAW
NLD PARLIAMENT BUILDING, NAY PYI  TAW
LEGACY SCHOOL OF MUSIC,  YANGON
AMAY GITA SCHOOL,  YANGON



3 CONCERTS
FOR DAW AUNG SAN SUU KYI 

IN NAY PYI  TAW 
IN 2014,  2015,  AND 2019

CHOIR MEMBERS FROM 
10 STATES AND REGIONS

KACHIN,  YANGON, NAY PYI  TAW,
MAGWAY, AYEYARWADDY, CHIN,

MANDALAY,  SHAN, SAGAING, MON.



16 LANGUAGES
REPRESENTED

THAI,  MALAY,  TAIWANESE,  CHINESE,  ENGLISH,
MYANMAR, JAPANESE,  ZULU,  JINGHPAW, RAKHINE,

ITALIAN, POLISH,  RUSSIAN, CZECH, GERMAN, FRENCH

22 COMMISSIONED PIECES
AUNG MOE KYAW, KAIYIN HUANG, HWAEN CH'UQI,

KIMBALL GALLAGHER, SIMON FINK,  AUGUSTA GROSS,
NE MYO AUNG, HLAING WIN MAUNG, WAI HIN KO KO,

ADAM BIN MASUMI,  WINNIE YANG.



MMF2019
MUSIC FOR PEACE AND
CREATION OF MMF MUSIC
CLUBS FOR YOUTH
EMPOWERMENT



OVERVIEW Partners and Sponsors

National Call for Auditions

Youth Empowerment: MMF Music Camp

National Choir Building for Peace

Performance Rehearsals

Leadership Training 

Launching of MMF Music Clubs 

Performance Schedules and Artistic Program

Testimonials

Media Coverage

History of the Festival



PARTNERS





In March 2019, MMF launched a national call for

auditions online through a facebook group:

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1224156871082

028/. The audition yielded over 80 applicants and the

selection of 25 young adults from 9 different states

and regions. We are aiming to represent all 15 states

and regions represented in the near future.   8

Malaysian singers from Universiti Teknologi Mara

(UiTM) joined the Myanmar choir.

NATIONAL CALL FOR
AUDITIONS & NATIONAL
CHOIR BUILDING FOR
PEACE 

POSTER FOR CALL FOR AUDITIONS

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1224156871082028/






From June 11 to June 18, 2019

At the Khayay International School

MMF MUSIC CAMP

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1224156871082028/


ORIENTATION
On June 11, 2019,  the 25 Myanmar choir members arrived and we held an orientation session at

the Khayay International School with all the directors and international musicians.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1224156871082028/


REHEARSALS

WITH MYANMAR TRADITIONAL 
MUSICIANS

REHEARSALS 
WITH COMPOSER WAI HIN KO KO

The international musicians from Taiwan and Vietnam arrived on June 9 and started rehearsing

their instrumental pieces prior to the arrival of the choir members.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1224156871082028/


REHEARSALS

WITH MMF YOUTH AMBASSADOR 
AH MOON

WITH VOCAL DIRECTOR 
YILING CHAING

The choir rehearsed with various conductors and artists. Here are some snapshots of their

rehearsals.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1224156871082028/


REHEARSALS

WITH GUEST CONDUCTOR 
LEE-ALISON SIBLEY

MAKING NEW FRIENDS



REHEARSALS

KHAYAY VIOLIN ENSEMBLE 
WITH VIOLIN FACULTY THET SU OO 
AND VISITING VIOLINIST AN MEI CHEN

KHAYAY CHILDREN'S CHOIR 
WITH DR.  PHANG

Visiting violinist from Taiwan An Mei Chen joined the Khayay Violin Ensemble with their violin faculty Thet Su
Oo to perform a Taiwanese piece on their violins made in Taiwan, donated back in 2015 by Executive Director
Kaiyin Huang's organization Kairos Arts and Artistic Director Kimball Gallagher's organization 88 International.
The story of these violins can be seen on this video. In addition, the Khayay Children's Choir joined Guest Tenor
from Malaysia, Dr. Phang from UiTM for a performance. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZElZPyatk-k&feature=youtu.be


LAUNCHING OF THE MMF MUSIC CLUBS
During the camp, MMF introduced the concept of MMF Music Clubs to inspire the choir members to engage with
their communities during the year until the next MMF. They were encouraged to create their own music clubs
based on guidelines provided and 4 Rotaractors were assigned as their mentors.

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR KIMBALL
GALLAGHER INTRODUCES THE CONCEPT
OF MMF CLUBS TO CHOIR MEMBERS.

ROTARY CLUB OF YANGON VISITS THE
CAMP IN SUPPORT OF THIS INITIATIVE.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZElZPyatk-k&feature=youtu.be


MMF MUSIC CLUBS
MENTORSHIP
Each club leader is mentored by a Rotaractor of the Yangon Club. Each mentor has 6 potential club leaders under their
wings to advise them how to recruit new members and support them in their club activities. We formed 4 groups of
mentorship. 

GROUP 1 WITH MENTOR AUNG MYO
MYINT

GROUP 2 WITH MENTOR MAY THWAY KO

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZElZPyatk-k&feature=youtu.be


MMF MUSIC CLUBS
MENTORSHIP

GROUP 3 WITH MENTOR ISABELLA SWAY-TIN GROUP 4 WITH MENTOR THET MON AYE

The mentors together with Assistant Artistic Director Kevin Kyaw, Artistic Director Kimball Gallagher and Associate
Director Erina Iwasaki, will follow on their progress throughout the year.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZElZPyatk-k&feature=youtu.be


LAUNCHING OF THE MMF MUSIC CLUBS
For more information, please consult our

MMF Music Clubs Booklet where the

concept and guidelines of creating your

club are explained.

 

A facebook group has been created for

each music club to stay in touch about

their activities. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1108

641065926287/?epa=SEARCH_BOX

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1224156871082028/


MMF MUSIC CLUBS CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Each MMF music club will be encouraged by the mentors to follow this calendar of events.

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1224156871082028/


LEADERSHIP TRAINING
In order to encourage the choir members to be leaders in their community and start their music

clubs, they also received a leadership training led by Community Partners International

leadership trainers, Mya Myitzu Kyaw and Hlaing Thwe Hnin. The participants learned the

various styles of leadership and ways to teambuild.  Deputy Chief of Mission George Sibley from

the US embassy also visited the trainings and gave an inspirational speech.

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1224156871082028/


MMF PERFORMANCES
& ARTISTIC PROGRAMS



SOULS OF RUSSIA
Date & Time: June 9, 2019 at 5pm.

Venue: City Hall of Yangon

 

Artistic director and pianist Kimball

Gallagher performed standards of Russian

classical music such as Mussorgsky,

Scriabin, Khachaturian and Rachmaninoff.

He performed with Myanmar pianist Aung

Moe Kyaw, Malaysian mezzo-soprano Yiling

Chaing, and Taiwanese pianist Kaiyin

Huang. The concert was hosted by H.E.

Nikolay A. Listopadov, Ambassador of the

Russian Federation and Deputy Mayor of

Yangon H.E. U Soe Lwin in attendance.

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1224156871082028/




PRIVATE SALON CONCERT
Date & Time: June 11, 2019 at 7pm.

Venue: EU Ambassador's Residence

 

MMF international artists presented a short Salon

program at H.E Kristian Schmidt and Madam

Coralie Schmidt's residence. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1224156871082028/


"DEAR VIOLIN" - AN EDUCATIONAL CONCERT
Date & Time: June 14, 2019 at 10:45 am.

Venue: Khayay International School

 

The MMF artists and choir members

presented an educational concert for

children and the Khayay School

community featuring the Khayay Violin

Ensemble, Children's Choir, Khayay music

faculty, and choir members who

auditioned for some solo performances. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1224156871082028/




SALON CONCERT
Date & Time: June 14, 2019 at 6:30pm.

Venue: Sedona Lobby Lounge

 

Some MMF artists and Malaysian choir members

presented a short program at Sedona Hotel.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1224156871082028/


CELEBRATION CONCERT IN YANGON
Date & Time: June 16, 2019 at 5pm.

Venue: City Hall of Yangon

 

The MMF Music Camp culminated in a wonderful

Celebration Concert at the City Hall of Yangon. Mayor

of Yangon City H.E. U Maung Maung Soe gave the

opening remarks, followed by Mr. George Sibley,

Deputy Chief of Mission of the US Embassy of Rangoon.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1224156871082028/




CELEBRATION CONCERT IN YANGON



CELEBRATION CONCERT IN YANGON



During the Celebration

Concert, we awarded the

composers who wrote pieces

for the festival as well as Jaw-

Htoi Ring La-Ung, an

outstanding choir member

who has done remarkable

work with music in the IDP

camps in Kachin state.
Myanmar
COMPOSER NE MYO AUNG

Myanmar

COMPOSER WAI HIN KO KO
Malaysia
COMPOSER ADAM BIN MASUMI SONGWRITER U SAW KHU SEL

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1224156871082028/


CELEBRATION CONCERT IN YANGON



CELEBRATION CONCERT IN NAY PYI TAW
Date & Time: June 17, 2019 at 6:30pm.

Venue: Irrawady Ballroom, 

MGallery Nay Pyi Taw by Sofitel

 

Myanmar Music Festival had the privilege and

honor to perform for Daw Aung San Suu Kyi

and senior government officials, and bring the

gift of music, friendship, collaboration, and

peace to Nay Pyi Taw in celebration of her

birthday. After the concert, Daw Aung San

Suu Kyi commented on the power of the

Myanmar youth and the hope they bring to

the country. She also rejoiced in the power of

music for bringing people together in

harmony. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1224156871082028/










MMF BUS SPONSOR AND PARTNER
SCANIA MYANMAR



CERTIFICATE AWARDING



TESTIMONIALS



"I love MMF so much. We get the best

best best friends from all the

difference places. Thanks to every

teacher, friends and every training ♥

MMF is the most warm place ever😊  I

wish I can participate next year too!" 

- Wai Moe Phyu, Yangon

"This year is a great chance for me. 

I have to sing for Daw Aung San Suu

Kyi, recording and shooting a MV

with Ah Moon, met with new friend

who love music and so on. Thanks

MMF team."

- Htike Aung, Mawlmyine

"I'm so proud of myself. This camp is so precious to me. Before camp, I have difficult

time. So I get sorrow, stress and tired but I reach this camp everything changed.

Happiness returned to me. Warm friends cared for me. So I'm very thankful to all the

directors, musicians, volunteer and members. I'm so proud of myself for being a part

of MMF 2019. This is my unforgettable memories! We are lovely family."

- Johnathan George Quinn, Yangon and Hpa-An



At first I'm proud to be one of

the camp members. In

Myanmar, it is rare to see that

you gather the young people

who interested in music and

got no chance to attend music

school to be in camp. Thank to

all of you again!

- Saw Haynes Pyae, Shan

State

"There are many memories

during the camp and I am very

happy during this. I would like to

join next year too."

- Kaung Htet Aung, Yangon



MEDIA COVERAGE 
AND PUBLICITY



BACKDROP DESIGN



MMF2019 OOREDOO ADVERTISEMENT STANDING BANNERS



MMF2019 BOOKLETS

MMF2019 BOOKLETS SPONSORS ADS



MEDIA COVERAGE



MEDIA COVERAGE



MEDIA COVERAGE
DVB TV News: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9yb4spYsBXk

Mizzima News: Benefits of music stressed at Myanmar Music Festival 2019

Mizzima Burmese: Myanmar Music Festival 2019 Photo Gallery
Mizzima Burmese News: ဂီတရဲ႕ အႏွစ္အရကို ခံစားရမည့္ Myanmar Music Festival 2019
Myanmar Times: Myanmar Music Festival 2019 incorporates a taste of Russia

Channel K news:

https://www.facebook.com/channelkmyanmar/videos/443675536471149/UzpfSTE0NDQ3NDc0

MjU3ODQyMzA6MjM2MjY3Njk2Mzk5MTI2Nw/
အႏုပညာအလငး္တန္း နိုင္ငံတကာမွ ဂီတပညာရွင္မ်ား ေဖ်ာ္ ေျဖတင္ဆက္မယ့္ Myanmar Music Festival 2019
MITV

MRTV: Myanmar Music Festival 2019 ပဲွနဲ ့ ပတ်သက်တဲ့စာနယ်ဇင်း�ှင်းလင်းပဲွ
CeleYatKwat

La La Kyi: Myanmar Music Festival 2019 Press Conference

Mizzima Burmese: ရနကု်န�်မိ�ေတာ်ခနး်မတွင် ြပ�လုပ်သွားမည့် "�ု�ှားရဲ� ဂီတဝိညာ�်များ"ေဖျာ်ေြဖပဲွ
 

http://www.mizzimaburmese.com/article/57393?fbclid=IwAR3swO_88H0ufK7zyEL_IkdI1QahDLeo2TaJvVZ1A6eO611qxFrM2yLRF5M


MEET THE TEAM



MEET THE
DIRECTORS

Executive Director, Piano

KAIYIN HUANG

Artistic Director, Piano

KIMBALL GALLAGHER

Associate Director, Education

ERINA IWASAKI

Vocal Director, Mezzo Soprano

YILING CHAING



MEET THE
ASSISTANT
DIRECTORS

Assistant Artistic Director,

Piano

AUNG MOE KYAW

Assistant Associate Director,

Education

TORU KIMURA

Assistant Choir Director, Piano

and Tenor

JAW-HTOI RING LA-UNG



MEET THE
ARTISTS

Soprano and Guest Choir

Conductor, USA

LEE-ALISON SIBLEY

Cello, Vietnam

NGUYEN HONG ANH

Violin, Taiwan

AN MEI CHEN



MEET THE
ARTISTS

MMF Youth Ambassador,

Singer, Songwriter

AH MOON

Singer, Songwriter, and Flutist

WIN KO KHINE

Choir Accompanist

SEOYEON HONG



MEET THE
ARTISTS

Myanmar Circle Drum, Ministry

of Culture

AUNG ONE TWO

Myanmar Flutist, NUAC

MYO MIN THAN

Myanmar Xylophone, NUAC

THET LWIN

Myanmar Singer, NUAC

THAE SU SU AUNG



MEET THE 
MUSIC
EDUCATORS

Khayay Choir Accompanist,

Piano

PRISCILLA DANTAS

Khayay Violin Ensemble, Violin

Faculty

THET SU OO

Khayay Choir Trainers

GILBERT BATALLONES &
MARIA CACHAPERO





HISTORY OF THE FESTIVAL



MMF2014
INAUGURAL SEASON

In June 2014, 88 International in partnership

with Kairos Art and the Khayay International

School launched the first Myanmar Music

Festival, featuring international artists with

strong humanitarian profiles. Through a variety

of musical activities, they’ve since worked to

strengthen and enrich the musical and cultural

life in Myanmar, gaining the support of the

Ministry of Culture, United Nations and awarded

with the appreciation of Nobel Peace Prize

laureate Aung San Suu Kyi.

"What we need the most in this country is unity and
peace and you can help them through music: to

bring people together, to overcome their differences
and focus on what we have in common. Do

anything you can to promote peace, unity and
understanding.”

 
Aung San Suu Kyi 



“Arts in general, and music in particular, can also help
to foster social cohesion in a world that is getting
increasingly complex by bringing people together

from all races, gender, languages and religions, and
offer a space where people can interact and inspire.” 

 
Min-Jeong Kim, Head of UNESCO Myanmar

MMF2015
CELEBRATING THE 70TH
YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF
THE UNITED NATIONS

The Joseph Smith Music Center is also

established as the music department of the

Khayay International School, in Yangon,

Myanmar. 



MMF2016
PROMOTING CULTURAL
EXCHANGES WITH OTHER
SOUTH EAST ASIAN
COUNTRIES

MMF incorporated artists from other

neighboring South East Asian countries:

Thailand, and Malaysia with other international

artists.



MMF2017
WESTERN CLASSICAL
MUSIC & MYANMAR
TRADITIONAL MUSIC TOUR

MMF commissioned pieces combining Western

Classical music with Myanmar Traditional

music, which were presented and performed by

artists from Myanmar, Thailand, Taipei,

Malaysia and USA in five cities across

Myanmar: Sittwe, Myitkyina, Nay Pyi Taw,

Mandalay and Yangon.



MMF2018
CREATION OF THE
MYANMAR NATIONAL
CHOIR AND MY HIDDEN
CITY -  A SHORT FILM ON
MRAUK U

We selected 18 young people from all around

Myanmar together from Mon, Sagaing, Shan,

Kachin, Nay Pyi Daw, Mandalay, and Yangon - a

first attempt to create a national singing group,

which we hope to keep growing - to a weeklong

music camp where 33 Malaysian students from

UCSI and Sunway University also joined.



CONTACT US
c/o The Khayay International School

16 Inya Road, Kamayut T/S, Yangon

MAILING ADDRESS

myanmarmusicfestival@gmail.com

EMAIL ADDRESS

+95 9254073845

+1 9192928458

PHONE NUMBER


